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* ENCOURAGEMENT TO PEACE WORKERS 
The last few.,weeks,of three-day recesses by Con- 
gress give an opportunity for stock staking. The signifi- 
cant fact about.recent legislation is that, while the 
administration has obtained passage of measures pointing 
toward fuller participation in the war, and toc execu- 
tive control of national life, it has in no casé been granted 
indefinite, unrestricted»powers such as it originally re- 
quested. In other words, Congress is .reassuming its 
own. tesponsibilities and reasserting its own authority. 
In various: measures passed; it is provided that the legis- 

lation can be re ed by a “concurrent resolution”— 
which is.not subject :to Presidential veto, .The constitu- 
tionality of repeal of legislation in this way is questioned, 
but the insertion of such clauses shows that Congress is 


_ on the alerz.. 


The close yote in the House on the legislation to 
extend service of draftees showed clearly the growing 


determination of Congress tc maintain its constititional- ~ 
The close vote, _ 
and. debate on this issue have reduced the likelihood that ~ 
the demand for removal of restrictions against another ~~ © 


‘power over questions of war ad peace. 


A. E. F..will be pressed in' the near future: This prevides 
an opportunity for continued and growing pressufe by 


the people on Congress: and on the administratiomdgainst: 


an A. E. F. The opportunity must be utilized. 

The threat of an A. E. F..has revived, in Congress 
and out, the demand that the question of war and peace 
be submitted to the people by means of an advisory 
referendum. Agitation at this time for a referendum is 


_ fegarded. by peace leaders in Washington as the best . 
possible means of emphasizing the people’s opposition, 


to war, and their determination to preserve in this coun- 
try the basic principles of self-government. 


AIMS OF DEMOCRACIES REQUIRE U. S. PEACE 

The announcement on August 14th of the peace aims of 
England and the United States should remove any doubt in the 
minds of peace workers as to their -power in the present world 
situation, or as to the essential nature of the contribution which 
they are called upon to make in the world today. The peace 
movement in ‘England has never ‘ceased to press for a statement 
of peace aims. Ii has urged international control of sea lanes 
that all might be able (as the present statement puts it) “to 


traverse the high seas and oceans without hindrance.” They have 


urged a reconsideration of colonial policy that it might.be possible. 
for “all peoplé to choose the form. of government under: which 
they will live.” 

The principles announced in es Roosevelt-Churchill state- 
ment are principles for the acceptance of which both the British 
and American peace movements have -labored for many. years. 
No government, however desirous of carrying out such principles 
as these, will be able to do so without the support of those long 
and sincerely convinced that they should be put into effect. 

Objectives now; announced are closely reminiscent of the 
fourteen points of the last world war. What is to prevent their 
being discarded: as.those earlier objectives were discarded? The 
hope for a differerit outcome lies: in America’s keeping out of total 
war — keeping a sanity that no nation which goes to war can 
preserve; keeping intact democratic institutions and traditions 
which no nation engaged in war can preserve; keeping its finan- 


cial and economic situation sound and its resources available for 


reconstruction, which neither this nor any other nation can do 
if it commits itself to total war. 

Whatever the outcome of the war, great obstactes will stand 
between us and attainment of the world we envision. The only 
ones which would leave us no hope of its achievement in anything 


like the near: future would be loss of our own vision, our own. . 


conversion to imperial domination or rule by force, ‘or literally 


world-wide destruction and: disorder leaving neither foundation . 


— FLORENCE BREWER BOECKEL. 
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If one is op to war, what 


2. Contributions ar.3 


kind of activities can a person drives, When you decl 


consistently support? 

How far can a peace worker go 
-in contributing to the current-. 
drives for pots and pans, war re- 
lief, soldiers’ recreation, defense 
bonds, paying war taxes and 
defense postage stamps, 


\ Each person must, of course, 
‘solve such problems for her. (or 
him) self, but it is: surprising to 
find how many in dividuals are 
finding substitute ways. They 
are proving that aid can be rend- 
_ ered, and sympathy shown for 
human need, without one neces- 
sarily becoming a part of the war 
machine. 

For instance: 

1. Postage stamps. M any 
- peace groups and individuals will 
not buy “defense” issues. Regular 
issues or special commemoratives 
usually be found local 
offices on special. ing 
regular 134c ‘and can 
be used to make any combination 
needed. Or write the Philatelic 
agency, U. S. Post Office, Wash- 


ington, D; C., for sheets of com- 


memoratives of the denomination 


wanted. , A price list of all avail- 


able issues is supplied on request. 
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favor and decidedly looked up to 
as public heroes. 

In this second world war you 
can contribute to any of a dozen 
useful peace committees. You 


can support a number of peace ©. 


periodicals. You can help finance 
conscientious objectors. You can 
help feed and clothe war victims 
in Europe or Asia. You ean show 
your love of all mankind by sup- 
porting relief work that is applied 
according to need, without regard 
to nationality, creed, or race. 

3.. Hand work, at home or in 
local groups, Write to American 
Friends Servicé Committee, .20 
South 12th Street, Philadelphia, 
about knitting and ing, col- 
lecting old clothing for relief at 
home or abroad, or gathering 
books for aid of Spanish refugees 
in Mexico or elsewhere... Every 

e group should learn to keep 
its members’ fingers busy while 


“the minds are wrestling with- 
post war prob- 
ems. : 


4. Window decorations, car. 


placards, etc. Use peace stickers, 
and peace seals. Write the WIL 


Literature Department. Send $1 | 


for assorted lot. Use envelopes 
with a design. $1 for 100, 


LABOR AND THE WAR 
ALICE HANSON 


A good deal of flag-waving and coining 
slogans has accompanied a serious attack on labor rights 


of defense 


and freedoms on the part of essmen who are trying 
to push through anti-labor in the name of 
patriotism. 


Committee, (and of barely 5% of his elec- 
torate from the poll-tax state’ of Georgia), introduced a 


arbitration during 
disputes, but would make demands for 
ditions a serious offense. 


But the Vinson Bill is only one of a series which — 


labor organizations have so far successfully stalled or 
defeated. Thanks to their v 


But running th labor. activity against such 
legislation is a deeper concern for the -war problems. 
Can an un tedly bad depression be avoided or 
softened? Can a reasonably healthy economic transition - 


- be made from a war to a peace economy? 


_Labor’s theory is that American productive capacity 
is great enough so that, with few exceptions, consumer 

ense industry. Moreover, unless consumer goods pro- 
duction can be maintained, inflation will eat up all of 
labor’s wage increases. Already the number of workers’ 
dollars in circulation has Exeatly increased. If fewer 
consumer goods compete these greater number of 
dollars, prices must rise. . 

But another equally important reason for keeping 


_ consumer production high is to ease the transition to a - 
peacetime economy. There is no reason, labor says, why 


the national economy cannot be organized for a 90 billion 
dollar national income under peace- as well as war-time | 


conditions. 


‘Chief proposal embracing this point of view is the 


Murray Plan * promulgated by President Philip Murray © 


of the CIO, who proposes that industry councils made 
up of labor, man and public representatives be 
set up for each of the major industries, with powers to 
survey their capacity and allocate orders for goods. 
Murray points out that this would cut down the apparent | 
need for building increased capacity. now, since even the 
steel and auto industries actually have unused machines 
and. men. still available. Recent figures show that six 


firms have so far received over 10 billions of the 45 bil- 


lions allocated in defense orders.. Murray deplores this 
piling up of orders with afew giant concerns and wants 
to work out a scheme which would keep all industry, big 
and little, running, which would thus up bottle- 
necks, and leave a more normal capacity at 
the end of the war period. 


od. 
The Murray plan. needs much more 
and backing outside the labor movement among all 
Americans who represent the needs and interests of con- 


sumers and small business people. It is essentially a 


plan to defend all America against a catastrophic post- 


* See No. 2, “Topics Recommended for Study,” WIL Policies 
Program, June issue of FOUR LIGHTS. Copies of the Murray 
Avenue, Washington, D. C, 
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The National Board is composed of the Officers, 
State’ Presidents, Chairmen of Committees, eighteen 
elected members, not more than nine appointed members, 
and two members. of W. I. L. P. F., Inc., appointed by 

- the National Board. 
>NATIONAL OFFICERS 


Honorary Vice-President._...Miss Katherine D. Blake, New York 
First Vice-President Gertrude C. Bussey, Maryland 
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_ *Mrs. Mildred Scott 
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Miss Grace Rhoads .._._.N. J. 
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Our Freedom Series, Studebaker, U. S. Com- 
missioner of Education, editor. 
Co., 1941. 48c per copy. 

The American people are blessed to have these magnificent 
booklets available during this périod of confusion and tension. 


the fundamental privileges of a people living under a democracy. 
_ Five titles are now available—Liberty of the Press, Fair Trial, 
Religious Liberty, Right of Free Speech and The Rights We De- 
~ fend. Five other titles will be ready by September. Every book 
is profusely illustrated in full color. They will be useful for any 
school, for every library,.for gifts for everyone 10 years old and up. 
America and a New World Order, Graeme K. How- 

ard, 120 pp., Scribners, 1940. $2.00. 
j A little book easily read on a subject that should have the 
- thoughtful attention of every citizen. The chief weakness in the 
author’s argument is the 2nd of his twelve planks calling for “an 
adequate military: establishment,” and this might easily be in- 
terpreted by some other nations as a mailed fist inside the velvet 

glove of world friendship. 
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72 pp. Row, Peterson. 
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BOOKS YOU WILL WANT TO READ 


Do You Know Labor? James Myers, rere 150 pp., 


- National Home Library Foundation. 50c. 


Facts about the Labor movement are here together in a little 
easily read volume... Dr. Myers is the Industrial Secretary of the 
Federal Council of Churches, havi 
manager in Duchess Bleachery, W ets Falls, N = 


The Way Out For America, C. C. Pickert and R. Risks 
_Baerman, 1941, 150. pages, Institute for Christian Eco- . 


nomic Action. Price, 75¢. 


An appeal for an orderly-process of she America’s f 
surplus with the Have-Not countries. farm 


is urged not only as a means of stopping this war, aut at a: 
permanent peace. 
_Any of these books; or other: titles~-fiction, myst 
stories, children! be ordered through the 
iterature Department, 1924 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. ' Please send check with order. 


FOUR LIGHTS. 


partment, 1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
— 25 copies, one issue, $1 00, postpaid. 
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